Catholic Parish of

+ The Sacred Heart and St Aldhelm
’ B Sherborne
Diocese of 30th November 2025

Plymouth

Daily Mass Year 1 — Daily Prayer 1
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

E-mail: sherborne@prcdtr.org.uk website: www.sherbornecatholicchurch.org.uk

The Parish Office is generally open on Wednesday & Friday 9.30am — 1.30pm
Please email or leave a phone message and we will get back to you.

Saturday 29" No Mass Installation of Bishop at
Plymouth Cathedral
Sunday 30" 10.30am Deceased members of the
Herring/Pitcher families
6pm Wendy Bishop RIP
Monday 1% 10.00am Charles Barnes RIP
Tuesday 2" 10.00 -11.00am Private prayer & Exposition
Wednesday 3" 10.00am | Patrick & Kathleen Watters RIP
Thursday q" 10.00 - 11.00am Private prayer & Exposition
Friday 5t 10.00am Margaret Barnes RIP
Saturday 6™ 6.00 pm Peter Shaw RIP (1% Anniv.)

Sherborne Churches together invites us to pray for a
particular worshipping community each week.

Today we pray for ReBorne Community Church

We hope that this will bring our Christian family closer together.

Office Tel: 01935 812021
Convent: 01935 816591 (For Mass intentions)

Mgr. Canon Robert Draper
The Parish House, Westbury, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3EL Tel: 01935 816420
Deacon Jonathan Simon Tel: 01935 873100

The Parish of the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, Registered Charity No. 213227



Weekly Letter

“Being a Bishop.”

As we welcome Bishop Nicholas as our Shepherd this weekend, |
thought a few remarks from Pope Leo, made to new bishops a few
weeks ago, might help us all appreciate the calling of a bishop.

Pope Leo writes: “l wish to remind you, first and foremost, something as
simple as it is taken for granted: the gift you have received is not for
yourselves, but to serve the cause of the Gospel. You have been chosen
and called to be sent, as apostles of the Lord and as servants of the faith.
And it is precisely this | would like to focus on briefly: the bishop is

a servant, the bishop is called to serve the faith of the people.

It has to do with our identity. Perhaps some of you are still saying: how
come | was chosen? At least, | ask myself this. Service is neither an
external characteristic, nor a way of exercising a role. On the contrary,
those whom Jesus calls as disciples and proclaimers of the Gospel, in
particular the Twelve, are required to have inner freedom, poverty of
spirit and readiness to serve, which are born of love, to embody the
same choice made by Jesus, who made himself poor in order to enrich
us. He manifested the style of God, who does not reveal himself to us in
power, but in the love of a Father who calls us to communion with him.

At the same time, today we must ask ourselves what it means to be
servants to the faith of the people. However important and necessary it
may be, it is not enough to be aware that our ministry is rooted in the
spirit of service, in the image of Christ. Indeed, it must also be translated
into the style of the apostolate, into the various forms of pastoral care
and governance, into the yearning to proclaim the Gospel in ways that
are as diverse and creative as the real situations you will encounter.



In this context, the Church sends you as caring, attentive pastors, who
know how to share the journey, the questions, the anxieties and the
hopes of the people; pastors who wish to be guides, fathers and
brothers for the priest and for sisters and brothers in faith.”

God bless Bishop Nicholas, and us all, as together we seek to proclaim
the Good News, and serve the world as the Body of Christ today, here in
this part of the vineyard. - Fr Robest

Prayers of the faithful
30" November — 1* Sunday of Advent.

We pray for the church: for Bishop Nicholas and for all God’s
people who look forward in hope to Christ’s coming in Glory: May he
find us confident and ready to greet him.

We pray for all those who make decisions in our world that affect
the lives of their fellow citizens; may they act with wisdom and integrity.

We pray for the sick, the sad, the frightened and the lost, that they
may be lifted up by the Lord and by his people.

We pray for ourselves and for all whom we know and love: may we
all show forth in our lives the faith we profess.

We pray for those who have died: may they go forth in faith to
meet the Lord.



Sunday Readings — a brief reflection

Sunday 30" November — 1° Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 2:1-5 Ps 121 Rom 13:11-14 Mtt 24:37-44

“Two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left.” That
experience directly or remotely can impinge on anyone as they are
aware of how arbitrary it can seem that something can happen to one
person rather than another. Jesus refers to the example of what
happened in the time of Noah when an apocalyptic event changed
everything: “people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands.” Everything seemed normal until the last moment, and they
suspected nothing. But Jesus gives notification of what is to come and
warns his hearers to stay awake and be prepared. And Paul writing to
the Romans offers a similar challenge. How things unfold may seem
arbitrary, but for people of faith, living in the light means that they can
see and interpret the world and their own lives. For what Jesus and Paul
outline is not to be seen as a threat, but as a future to be embraced. The
prophet Isaiah offers a vision of what is to come when the Son of Man
does appear, and it is glorious: all nations and people will be enabled to
walk in the light of the Lord. We hear a lot from the prophet Isaiah
during Lent — on Sundays and on weekdays — and the passages we hear
are almost always encouraging invitations to hope — that is important as
we also hear day-by-day so much that can bring discouragement and
despondency. To be a Christian is to be a person who lives daily on the
promises given by God.

For reflection:

How do you live out in your daily life the promises of hope that the scriptures give
us at this time of the Church’s year?

Do you feel frightened by the randomness that seems to rule in the world, or is
your understanding imbued with the hope of faith?



Church Services this week
Mass in the parish church — Monday, Wednesday and Friday — 10.00am
Private prayer and exposition — Tuesday and Thursday: 10.00 - 11.00am

Confessions — Saturday 5.00 — 5.45pm and on request

29" November — please note
This Saturday Bishop Nicholas Hudson — our bishop elect — will be installed in
our Cathedral. | know we are all delighted that we will have a bishop, and we
assure him of our prayers and good wishes.

The installation in Plymouth will take place during the day and because of the
distance involved, it will not be possible for Deacon Jonathan and myself (and a
great many parish clergy across the diocese) to be back for our normal 6 pm
Saturday Mass. You may remember that when this situation was proposed two
years ago, after consultation, it was planned to move the Saturday Mass to
Sunday. That is what | propose we do this time; therefore, please note there will
be NO 6pm Mass on Saturday 29" November, instead there will be Mass at 6pm
on Sunday 30" November, as well as the normal 10.30am morning Mass.

Sacrament of Reconciliation for Children

On Saturday 13th December at 10.30am, Fr. Robert is holding a
Sacrament of Reconciliation service for all children of the parish.
This will be the same format as First Confession and particularly
for those who have made their first communion in the last few
years might find this a more familiar experience.

There (s no need to register interest just arrive on the day.

A message from the Sisters: >{}<

This year, instead of sending Christmas cards, the sisters would ~

like to have Masses offered throughout the year for all our
Parishioners. :

— 3
2

We wish each one a blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year.



Dates for your Diary

£Family Advent Day — Saturday 29" November -2-4pm

Come along with the whole family for worship, reflection and crafts to
help you prepare the way for a Christ centred Advent and Christmas
season. To register your interest and for more information :

telephone Katherine Steele on: 0781 649 8318, or email :
katherinesteele927@gmail.com

Sherborne Good Neighbours

(Supported by Sherborne Churches Together and Sherborne Town Council)
Sherborne Good Neighbours are holding their AGM (Annual Gathering of Members)
between 12 noon and 1.30pm on Thursday 4'" December in the Roman Catholic
Church Hall, Westbury. All those who would like to find out more about volunteering
with Sherborne Good Neighbours are most welcome. We are always looking for new
drivers (most requests are for transport to surgeries, dentists and local hospitals), and
we also welcome those who don't want to drive but are happy to visit and check on
the house bound and help with shopping and collecting prescriptions. If you can spare
an hour occasionally and would like to help in our local community, please contact the
Chair, Fiona Ashley Miller on 07989 238309 or by email: ashleymiller.mf@gmail.com.

Saturday 6" December 3.00-4.30pm
Craft Club in the hall - all ages welcome, free activities and
refreshments. Please come along and join us!

A Quieter Christmas

What is a Quieter Christmas Service? A Quieter Christmas is a quiet, reflective time
just before Christmas for those who find the busyness of this season a struggle.
Anyone can come. You may be thinking especially of a loved one at this time, it
may be that you find the whole ‘family’ aspect of Christmas difficult, or it may
simply be that you feel that a little oasis before the big event may benefit you and put
the time of Christmas into its right perspective. Whatever your situation, this service
allows us all to draw near to God to steady, refresh and still our hearts for the coming
of Christ. A Quieter Christmas will take Elace in The Lady Chapel of Sherborne
Abbey at 7pm on Thursday December 18". Please come and join us.
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Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily
mass readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know.

Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with
the parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420)
and we will respond.

If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who
cannot receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it
through their letter box, or contact the parish office and we will try and
do that.

If there are specific needs you have and want help — please let us
know.

If you would like a Mass said, there are special envelopes in the
narthex, or you may wish to use your own. Please post it through the
Convent door. It is customary to give a donation, if you can. If you
require a special date, please provide your telephone number.

From the Diocese:

UNBOUND Prayer Ministry is available in this Diocese

If you feel in need of freedom and inner healing through prayer, and desire a
deeper relationship with Jesus, we have ministers trained to help you.
Please contact unboundprayerdop@gmail.co
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The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the office
before 11am Thursday. There is normally someone in the office on
Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30am — 1.30pm.

The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA -
01935 812021.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS:

If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound and would like to receive
Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or Sarah Nadasy
01935 816616.

PARISH SECRETARY: Kristine Mountain

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Kristine Mountain
Jennie Haynes

PASTORAL COUNCIL: Deacon Jonathan Simon,
Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman,
Tim Kelly, Tess O’'Rourke and Lulu Paul.

HALL BOOKINGS: Please email or phone the Office



