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Catholic Parish of                               

The Sacred Heart and St Aldhelm
Sherborne 

25th October 2026 

Daily Mass Year 2 – Psalter 2

E-mail: sherborne@prcdtr.org.uk  website: www.sherbornecatholicchurch.org
The Parish Office

 is open on Wednesday & Friday mornings -

(emails and telephone calls are monitored all week)

	Saturday           24th  
	6.00pm
	Private Intention

	Sunday              25th    
	10.30am
	People of the Parish

	Monday            26th 
	10.00am
	The Curtin Family intentions

	Tuesday            27th            
	           10-11.00am           
	Private prayer & Exposition

	Wednesday     28th       
	                10.00am
	Anne Haldley, R.I.P.

	Thursday          29th   
	           10-11.00am           
	Private prayer & Exposition

	Friday               30th   
	10.00am
	(no intention)

	Saturday           31st   
	6.00pm
	(no intention)


Sherborne Churches together invites us to pray for a particular worshipping community each week.

Today we pray for Cheap Street Church 
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                     We hope this brings our Christian family together

Weekly Letter

In the Scriptures, we read of St Paul conferring the gift of the Holy Spirit and the faculties of this apostolic ministry to Timothy, through the laying on of hands. The Catholic Church has carried on this tradition of ‘apostolic succession’ since the first apostles.

There are three orders of the Sacrament of Holy Orders namely: Episcopate (Bishop), Presbyterate (Priest) and Diaconate (Deacon).

The deacon is the ordinary minister of Baptism and may lead wedding and funeral and other services. The deacon also preaches at Mass and attends to the pastoral care of the people. Typically, deacons take a lead in the charitable works of the parish to which they are assigned.

Priesthood. The Bible affirms that Jesus Christ is the ‘one mediator between God and men’. This singular and unique priesthood of Jesus Christ is made present through the ministerial priesthood in those called to the presbyterate or priesthood.  

Those who are not ordained, the lay faithful, participate in another kind of priesthood – the common priesthood – by virtue of their baptism. The ministerial priesthood is at the service of the common priesthood; it is directed at unfolding the baptismal grace of all Christians.

Ordination to the priesthood is always a call and a gift from God. Christ reminded his Apostles that they needed to ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers into the harvest.  Those who seek priesthood respond generously to God’s call using the words of the prophet, ‘Here I am, send me’.  This call from God can be recognised and understood from the daily signs that disclose his will to those in charge of discerning the vocation of the candidate.

Bidding prayers 25th October

We pray for the church throughout the world: for Pope Leo, Bishop Nicholas and for all who lead God’s people in the ways of faith. 


We pray for those in our world whose lives are marred by fear, hunger, violence and disease and for all who seek to help them. 


We pray for all those who suffer from any disability, mental or physical, especially those in the parish and those known to us. 


We pray for ourselves that we may always see as God sees, and not judge by appearances. 


We pray for those who have died: that they may have eternal life. 
Brief Reflection on the Sunday Readings

Thirtieth Sunday in ordinary time

Ex 22:20-26 Ps 17 1Th 1:5-10 Mt 22:34-40

Paul’s words in today’s reading from the letter to the Thessalonians might sound a little arrogant – Paul tells his listeners to imitate him in his Christian life. But Paul is not simply issuing instructions, it is quite clear from his writings that Paul lived out what he professed and what he called others to live. Christianity, despite how it is sometimes portrayed, is not a theory or series of nice ideas – it has an essential practicality and is rooted in a way of life. That is why Paul can point to himself as a model for Christianity rather than offer a philosophy in the abstract. And the other readings today endorse that presentation. The reading from Exodus is starkly clear – when God gives his commands to Moses for the Hebrews, it is not about ‘religious’ practices or ritual observances – it is about people – and the most vulnerable people at that. Societies like the Hebrew one was based on the family and the clan within the tribe – you were expected to look after your own. But God tells Moses that his people are to care for the marginalised in society – the strangers who don’t belong to clans or tribes, to widows and orphans whose natural protectors are missing. And there is a serious insistence on not taking advantage of the poorest – but ensuring that they are looked after. 

In the absence of any safety net for the most needy, religious obligation takes on that role, it is a religious duty to act positively to safeguard the vulnerable. Jesus couples the two great commandments inextricably – love of God is tied to love of neighbour – to do one’s religious duty to God demands attention to the needs of one’s neighbour – faith cannot be an abstract theory; it is necessarily a practical reality. That is why Paul can point to his own way of life as an example for those who want to accept the gospel, and that is why disciples today are invited to reflect on their own way of living the gospel.
Church services this week:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday – 10.00am

Tuesday & Thursday – Private prayer & Exposition
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Parish Secretary – Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm Church, Sherborne
We are recruiting a Parish Secretary for Sacred Heart & 

St Aldhelm Church, Sherborne reporting to the Parish Priest. 

The purpose of the role is to manage the administrative and secretarial support alongside the office resources to ensure the smooth running of the Parish and to enable the Parish Priest to carry out his Diocesan responsibilities. If you have good knowledge of and experience using Microsoft Office applications, including Word, Outlook and Teams, along with excellent organisational skills and the ability to act as a key representative for the Diocese of Plymouth, we would love to hear from you!

12 hours a week · Salary: £14.50 an hour

Closing date: Wednesday 11 November 2026

To apply, please contact recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk to obtain an application form and job description. Applications are by covering letter and application form to recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk.

	Parish Dates for your Diary          
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Sunday 25th October

Please join the Harvest Celebrations that will take place in the hall this Sunday after Mass. There will be a buffet of light refreshments and wine. Notices for donations of food and help on the day are up in the Narthex. Thank you!
November dates :

Wednesday 4th       Friends Together Lunch -  from 11.30am

                                  Donations will be shared equally between CAFOD and
                  The Rendezvous (a Sherborne based charity).

Friday 6th                 Mum’s group - 10.30am – 12.00pm in the church hall.  
Friday 6th                 Quiz – 6.30 for 7pm start, max 6 per team, £3 entry 

                                  for CAFOD, Bring own refreshments.

Friday 13th              Concert  - 7pm   

                                 A concert of classical music favourites presented by

                                 Alan Benson and Hannah O’Toole-Terry with

                                 musicians from the parish. (Free entry with a retiring

                                 collection, drinks and refreshments served in the hall

                                 afterwards).




From the Plymouth Office:

We need you!
Plymouth CAST is a Catholic multi-academy trust of 34 schools and 1 nursery, spanning the Diocese of Plymouth. Our mission is to be a community of outstanding schools in which our pupils flourish in safe, happy, and stimulating environments and leave us with the knowledge and skills, personal qualities, and aspirations, to make the world a better place, inspired by the Gospel. 

We are looking to expand our Board of Directors. We are particularly interested in hearing from you if you have skills and current or recent experience of education at primary or secondary level, particularly within a multi-academy trust.

Please contact the Clerk to the Trust Board for further information, Mrs Leah Paiano lpaiano@plymouthcast.org.uk 

Prayer Conference - Buckfast Abbey, 

Saturday Oct 31 & Nov 1. 2026
UNBOUND Freedom in Christ.
Prayer Conference. Buckfast Abbey, 

Saturday Oct 31 & Sunday Nov 1. 2026 (weekend event)

A weekend immersion in the inspirational teaching of UNBOUND Deliverance Ministry. A safe, gentle and non-confrontational freedom and inner healing ministry model, which helps people reclaim their true identity in Christ. Come and join us as we unpack each of the key themes of the ministry; Repentance & Faith, Forgiveness, Renunciation, Authority, and the Father’s Blessing. With an opportunity for a personal prayer session and the chance to claim true freedom in Christ. Weekend tickets from £65.

Call or email Michele Thompson, Officer for Evangelisation for more information 07940 453607 michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk

For more information on Unbound Ministry please follow the link: https://www.unboundprayer.com/
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Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily mass readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know.

         Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with the parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420) and we will respond. 

         If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who cannot receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it through their letter box, or contact the parish office and we will try and do that.

If there are specific needs you have and want help – please let us know.

If you would like a Mass said, there are special envelopes in the narthex, or you may wish to use your own. Please post it through the Convent door. It is customary to give a donation, if you can. If you require a special date, please provide your telephone number. 

           ____________________________________________________________ 

The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891     

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:
Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the office before Thursday afternoon. The Secretary is normally in the office on Wednesday and Friday mornings.
The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA - 01935 812021.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS:


If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound and would like to receive Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or Sarah Nadasy 01935 816616.  

PARISH SECRETARY:                     Kristine Mountain

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPs:   Jamie Mead and Jennie Haynes

PASTORAL COUNCIL:
                   Deacon Jonathan Simon,    

                                                           Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman,  

                                                           Tim Kelly, Lulu Paul, Sr. Rose.

HALL BOOKINGS:                           Please email or phone the Office.                                         
Office Tel:  01935 812021

Convent: 01935 816591 (For Mass intentions)

Mgr. Canon Robert Draper 

The Parish House, Westbury, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3EL   Tel: 01935 816420

Deacon Jonathan Simon   Tel: 01935 873100

The Parish of the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, Registered Charity No. 213227

