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The Parish Office is generally open on Wednesday & Friday 9.30am — 1.30pm
Please emalil or leave a phone message and we will get back to you.

Saturday 15" 6.00 pm|  William Jaggard & Charlotte
Swann RIP
Sunday 16" 10.30 am Shirley Snell RIP (Anniv)
Monday 17" 10.00am Deceased members of the
Trant/Nolan Family
Tuesday 18" 10.00 am Private prayer & Exposition
Wednesday 19" 10.00 am Tim Paul RIP
Thursday 20" 10.00 am Private prayer & Exposition
Friday 21% 10.00 am Deceased members of the
Edgcumbe Family
Saturday 22" 6.00 pm Deceased members of the
Rimington/Makou Family
& Sr. Carmel RIP

Sherborne Churches together invites us to pray for a particular
worshipping community each week.

Today we pray for St.Mary Magdalene,Castleton
& St. Martin of Tours, Lillington
We hope that this will bring our Christian family closer together.

Office Tel: 01935 812021
Convent: 01935 816591 (For Mass intentions)

Mgr. Canon Robert Draper
The Parish House, Westbury, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3EL Tel: 01935 816420
Deacon Jonathan Simon Tel: 01935 873100

The Parish of the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, Registered Charity No. 213227



Weekly Letter
“The end of the world.”

It’s just a phrase but a powerful one — when someone says “It’s the end of my
world” due to some (perceived) personal tragedy: but it is just a phrase. Mind you
during the second half of the 20" century the idea of “the end of the world” was
usually associated with atomic bombs — because there was a sense that such a
thing was indeed possible. Nowadays many are convinced that without climate
control, it is inevitable. And then there seem to have always been people
proclaiming “The end is nigh” based on some personal revelation — | seem to
remember quite a few in my lifetime. So, what do we make of these sorts of
things cropping up in the scriptures?

At this time of the year — the last weeks of the Liturgical year which lasts until
Advent, and the first couple of weeks of Advent, we have various readings from
the Old Testament prophets, from the gospels and from the Book of Revelation
which all talk of the “end times” — the Sunday gospel this week is a classic
example. The descriptions can be very graphic and dramatic — and over the
centuries have no doubt scared countless believers. Personally | do not think that
is their purpose — I am not sure that God seeks to scare us into anything, but | do
think that these themes in scriptures do have a purpose — just as so many other
themes in scripture are given to us to invite us to reflect on and deepen our
understanding of the things of God.

When | think of all the human effort — at a personal and global level - being
invested in planning and seeking security and safety, | fully understand the drive,
and applaud the motives, but also am aware that there are great forces in nature,
in human folly and in chance that can overwhelm them. This is not to be
pessimistic or fatalistic; it is rather to remind myself that my ultimate security and
safety and planning is not entrusted anywhere other than to the Lord — not as
some sort of “cop out”, but as consequence of my belonging to Christ, who
invites me to fully engage in life in the world, but to put my faith and hope and
trust in the promises made to me since baptism.

In the Creed we profess that we “look forward” to the end times, in the
Eucharistic Prayer we express our faith in Christ’s gift of himself “until he comes
again”. These are not affirmations of fear, but of trust; so, when we come across
some of these readings over the next few weeks, let’s remember that they are
there to encourage and reassure us in our faith!

God bless us all —and help us look forward in hope to however God chooses to
unfold the future for us.

- Fr Robert



Prayers of the faithful
16" November — 33 Sunday in Ordinary time.
World Day of the Poor

We pray for the church throughout the world: for all who await the
coming of the Lord in hope and faith.

We pray for the poor in this country and all across the world, and
for those who seek to bring them relief and sustenance.

We pray for those we know who have need of our prayers —
especially the sick, anxious and lonely in our parish and families.

We pray for ourselves that we may be generous in the sharing of
our gifts and talents.

We pray for all those who have died: that they may be given kind
admittance to God’s kingdom.

Sunday Readings — a brief reflection
Sunday 16™ November — 33" Sunday of the year
Mal 3:19-20 Ps 97; 2 Thess 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-9
When the planes crashed into the twin towers in New York on 9/11 it was not just
a random act of murder and mayhem, the target was deliberately chosen as
iconic —a recognisable symbol of western capitalist culture. The temple in
Jerusalem built by Herod the Great, might have been a political move on his part
to legitimise his rule as King, but the Temple was also an iconic structure that
expressed the faith and status of Israel as God’s chosen people. At that time the
Temple was the largest religious building in the world, and its scale and splendour
would have made it seem invulnerable — a sign of God’s abiding presence. That is
why there was something scandalous about Jesus’ words. It is clear that Jesus
intended to shock his hearers — he offered his followers no security other than
faith — and the cross is the evidence of that. That same message is heard today
when such texts are given to us to reflect on and use to interpret our own life.
When the church gives us texts like today’s gospel at the end of the Liturgical
year, it is not to alarm us, or to play into the hands of “end-of-the-world” cults; it
is to remind us of what is permanent and what is temporary. Despite the constant



human belief in a former golden age or a future utopia, the truth is that “wars
and revolutions” are not unusual events in human history and — as we know —
“earthquakes and plagues and famines” do occur. The appropriate human
response is not fear and panic, but aid and succour. Jesus puts all this in the
context of faith - faith not in great buildings and political structures, or even in
the loyalty of friend and family, but in the abiding love of God who will ensure
that “not a hair of your head will be lost.” In the same way the prophet Malachi
insists that for the faithful: “the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in
its rays.”

For reflection:
How do you regard great buildings — as signs of permanence - or signs of pride, or

something else?

Do you find you live with fear or hope when you contemplate the unknown future?

Church Services this week
Mass in the parish church — Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10.00am
Private prayer and exposition — Tuesday and Thursday: 10.00 am- 11.00am

Confessions — Saturday 5.00 — 5.45pm and on request

*29"™ November — advance notice*

This is the Saturday when Bishop Nicholas Hudson — our bishop elect — will be
installed in our Cathedral. | know we are all delighted that we will have a
bishop, and we assure him of our prayers and good wishes.

The installation in Plymouth will take place during the day and because of the
distance involved, it will not be possible for Deacon Jonathan and myself (and a
great many parish clergy across the diocese) to be back for our normal 6pm
Saturday Mass. You may remember that when this situation was proposed two
years ago, after consultation, it was planned to move the Saturday Mass to
Sunday. That is what | propose we do this time; therefore please note there will
be NO 6pm Mass on Saturday 29" November, instead there will be Mass at 6pm
on Sunday 30"™ November, as well as the normal 10.30 morning Mass.

The Sisters at St Antony’s Convent.
We are delighted to welcome Sr Immaculée who joins the community at St
Antony’s. We assure all the sisters of our prayers and good wishes, and we wish
Sr Immaculée a safe arrival and a fruitful ministry here.



November — month of the Holy Souls
You may wish to collect an envelope from the narthex for the names of those
who have died and bring it back to the church. The envelopes will be placed
before the altar at mass each day as we pray for our dear ones who have
gone before us marked with the sign of faith.

World Day of the Poor
Prayer for the Day

Loving Father,

you gaze with compassion on all who are poor and vulnerable;
fill our hearts with your love, that we may see your face

in every brother and sister who lacks what they need.

Inspire us to a love that reaches out,

a faith that acts, and a Church that walks humbly with the poor.
Grant us courage to bear witness to your justice,

and the grace to share our gifts with generous hearts.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leweston School is delighted to announce the beginning of a new chapter in its
135-year history with a new partnership with Concept Education and the Catholic
Schools’ Trust.

This collaboration is an exciting development for the school, one that builds on
its many strengths and ensures current pupils, and those joining in the future,
receive the high quality of education that is the hallmark of the school.

Concept Education is a schools’ group established by a team of highly-regarded
former independent school headteachers and other leaders from the world of
education. The philosophy of Concept’s founders is to “safeguard independent
education for the next generation” and, in particular, to ensure the continuing
success of well-run, affordable, Catholic schools — an aspiration entirely aligned
with Leweston’s own strategic vision. They are committed to preserving the
school’s high standards, traditions and values, as well as investing financially.

With this new partnership Leweston is looking forward to a strong and
sustainable future for it’s wonderful community of parents, pupils and staff.




Dates for your Diary

‘Scripture Matters’

Our next meeting will be on Friday 21% November @ 10.45am-12.15pm.
Once a month, our small group gathers in the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm
Church Hall to reflect on and discuss ‘God’s Word’ in the Readings for the
following Sunday's celebration of Mass. For further information please
contact: gaybarry39@hotmail.com or 07887 840449.

Friday, 21st of November. 6.30 for 7.00pm start, £3 entry fee per
person, maximum of 6 per team. Bring your own refreshments.

Family Advent Day - Saturday 29" November -2-4pm
Come along with the whole family for worship, reflection and crafts to
help you prepare the way for a Christ centred Advent and Christmas

season. To register your interest and for more information :
Telephone Katherine Steele on: 0781 649 8318, or email :
katherinesteele927@gmail.com

CAFOD World Gifts catalogues are still available in the narthex, and
there are many more beautiful Christmas cards in the online shop.

If you are looking for meaningful Christmas gifts that reflect your values
and create a beautiful connection between you, your loved ones and the
people whose lives are changed through your generosity, please


mailto:katherinesteele927@gmail.com

consider taking a catalogue on your way out of mass this week. As well
as the popular Chirpy Chickens, it includes gifts which provide, for
example, Winter Warmth, A Safe Place to Call Home and a Healthy Mum
and Baby gift. These are virtual gifts which come with a real card for the
recipient. In addition, there are Christmas cards, Advent calendars which
feature the Christmas story and Fairtrade chocolate coins. You can also
find these and more online

at https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/collections/all

Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily
mass readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know.

Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with
the parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420)
and we will respond.

If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who
cannot receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it
through their letter box, or contact the parish office and we will try and
do that.

If there are specific needs you have and want help — please let us
know.

If you would like a Mass said, there are special envelopes in the
narthex, or you may wish to use your own. Please post it through the
Convent door. It is customary to give a donation, if you can. If you
require a special date, please provide your telephone number.

From the Diocese:

UNBOUND Prayer Ministry is available in this Diocese

If you feel in need of freedom and inner healing through prayer, and desire a
deeper relationship with Jesus, we have ministers trained to help you.
Please contact unboundprayerdop@agmail.co or see the poster displayed
for more information.
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The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the office
before 11am Thursday. There is normally someone in the office on
Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30am — 1.30pm.

The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA -
01935 812021.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS:

If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound and would like to receive
Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or Sarah Nadasy
01935 816616.

PARISH SECRETARY: Kristine Mountain

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Kristine Mountain
Jennie Haynes

PASTORAL COUNCIL: Deacon Jonathan Simon,
Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman,
Tim Kelly, Tess O’'Rourke and Lulu Paul.

HALL BOOKINGS: Please email or phone the Office



