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E-mail: sherborne@prcdtr.org.uk website: www.sherbornecatholicchurch.org.uk

The Parish Office is generally open on Wednesday & Friday 9.30am — 1.30pm
Please email or leave a phone message and we will get back to you.

Saturday 6" 6.00pm Peter Shaw RIP (1% Anniv.)
Sunday 7" 10.30am Ivan Percetti R.I.P.
Monday g™ 10.00am Barbara Landymore R.I.P.,

Foundation Mass

Tuesday ot 10.00 -11.00am Private prayer & Exposition

Wednesday 10" 10.00am Deceased members of the
Farebrother family,and those
forgotten, R.I.P

Thursday 11" 10.00 - 11.00am Private prayer & Exposition

Friday 12" 10.00am Bob Springer R.I.P
Saturday 13" 6.00 pm | Deceased members of the Paul
family.

Sherborne Churches together invites us to pray for a particular
worshipping community each week.

Today we pray for St. James the Great, Longburton

We hope that this will bring our Christian family closer together.

Office Tel: 01935 812021
Convent: 01935 816591 (For Mass intentions)

Mgr. Canon Robert Draper
The Parish House, Westbury, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3EL Tel: 01935 816420
Deacon Jonathan Simon Tel: 01935 873100

The Parish of the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, Registered Charity No. 213227




Weekly Letter

“Bishop Nicholas — our new bishop.”

Over the last week, there has been a lot happening in the Diocese
around the installation of our new Bishop. | offer you just a few words
from the Bishop himself, to give us a flavour of how he sees his
appointment, and some insights of what we can expect from our new
shepherd.

“I want to be a listening bishop, and | want to make a real priority of
listening from the outset. | want to listen in a special way to the clergy,
of course. But | also want to be able to listen to people from across the
generations.”

“I think that the key challenge will be to develop our sense of being one
family, one diocesan family across the three counties. But I’'m also aware
that | am the new one coming into this community and that I'll need to
ask people what it is like to live this reality. What’s it like if you come
from Penzance and how do you feel in relation to Poole and what it
means to belong to such a huge community? But | do hope that the
years that I’'m in Plymouth, I'll be able to build that sense of community
along with other people.

“Hope means a lot to me, and I've always felt that hope is something
that | have deep in my heart. | think all the years I’ve been a priest and a
bishop, I've always wanted to communicate a sense of hope, and that’s
a hope in the Lord himself. There’s this wonderful line that St. Paul uses
in his letter to Timothy when he says, ‘Il know who it is whom | have put
my trust in.” It always strikes me that the words from the Psalm, which
I’'ve taken for my own motto, which is ‘In Te Domine Speramus’, which is
of course ‘In you, Lord, we hope’, is often translated as ‘In you, Lord, we
trust’. “Trust and hope are very close, and as | prepare myself to begin
to be the Bishop of Plymouth, I’'m looking forward to communicating

that dual sense of trust and hope.”



God bless Bishop Nicholas, and us all, as together we seek to proclaim
the Good News, and serve the world as the Body of Christ today, here in
this part of the vineyard. — Fr Robert

Bishop Nicholas’ installation, and an interview with him can be seen on
You tube and can be accessed through the Diocesan website.

Prayers of the faithful
3" December — 2"Sunday of Advent.

We pray for the church: for all God’s people who look forward to
Christ coming in Glory: May he find us ready to greet him.

We pray for Pope Leo, Bishop Nicholas, all those who serve the
Church in the role of shepherds, may they act with wisdom and love.

We pray for the sick, the sad, the frightened and the lost, that they
may be lifted up by the Lord and by his people.

We pray for ourselves as we prepare ourselves to meet the Lord
who comes to us; may our lives show forth the faith we profess.

We pray for those who have died: may they go forth in faith to
meet the Lord.



Sunday Readings — a brief reflection
Sunday 3" December — 2™ Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 Ps 71 Rom 15:4-9 Mt 3:1-12
We might not be surprised to discover that when we encounter John the
Baptist in next week’s gospel he has been put in prison — he certainly
knows how to make enemies of the important people, calling the
Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of vipers!” John is introduced today
as the one Isaiah spoke of — but if we look at what Isaiah says in the first
reading, it is a totally positive message, a message of hope and
consolation. John comes announcing Good News, that “the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand!” and we too should receive it as Good News
and take the vision of Isaiah seriously, it is our promise too. And because
we accept that, our lives will reflect that in the way we live — that is what
John means by producing the appropriate fruit. It is because of faith that
the lives of Christians are fruitful, not full of good works in order to earn
entry into the kingdom. Paul addresses that issue frequently in his
writing and that is why he speaks of the promise and hope to the
Romans, something they already possess and which is the incentive to
“treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you.” If we
have faith it is revealed not simply in a vague “hope” that all will be well,
but in an active life that bears gospel fruit.

For reflection:
What do you see in your daily life as the fruit of your faith?
In what ways do you think that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand?

Church Services this week:
Mass in the parish church — Monday, Wednesday and Friday —
10.00am
Private prayer and exposition — Tuesday and Thursday: 10.00 -

11.00am

Confessions — Saturday 5.00 — 5.45pm and on request



Sacrament of Reconciliation for Children

On Saturday 13th December at 10.30am, Fr. Robert is holding a
Sacrament of Reconciliation service for all children of the parish.
This will be the same format as First Confession and particularly
for those who have made their first communion in the last few
years might find this a more familiar experience.

There (s no need to register interest just arrive on the day.

A message from the Sisters:

This year, instead of sending Christmas cards, the sisters would
like to have Masses offered throughout the year for all our
Parishioners.

CAFOD World Gifts: Give a life-changing gift this Christmas

This year, share the joy of Christmas with a CAFOD World Gift - from safe
water to school supplies! This is a last chance to bless loved ones and help
families overseas through a meaningful gift. worldgifts.cafod.org.uk

Dedication of a new church for Gillingham, Dorset

The Church of St Benedict, Gillingham
i The Right Reverend Bishop Nicholas Hudson
BIShOp of Plymouth, at 12.00 noon on Tuesday 9" December 2025.

(In February 2024 Plymouth Diocese Curia bought the former Methodist
church in the centre of Gillingham, as the much-loved Catholic chapel of
St Benedict Cemetery Road, Gillingham became too small for a vibrant
and growing Catholic community).



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fworldgifts.cafod.org.uk&c=E,1,lUSPRg0vXOIt2zyu12AiSPR5pWneoyzliiFMwUUovNQk5Kzth9uSJZ9GtN3Mln4jV0pCh2w7upgPdMvDloDoGT_3URlgugb4_GW9x9JmAnJfIwk,&typo=1

Dates for your Diary

Saturday 6" December 3.00-4.30pm
Craft Club in the hall - all ages welcome, free activities and
refreshments. Please come along and join us!

++ +

Father Robert’s Advent talk after 10.00am Mass in the hall
on Wednesday 10"™ December.

++ +

A Quieter Christmas

What is a Quieter Christmas Service? A Quieter Christmas is a quiet,
reflective time just before Christmas for those who find the busyness of this
season a struggle. Anyone can come. You may be thinking especially of a
loved one at this time, it may be that you find the whole ‘family’ aspect of
Christmas difficult, or it may simply be that you feel that a little oasis
before the big event may benefit you and put the time of Christmas into its
right perspective. Whatever your situation, this service allows us all to
draw near to God to steady, refresh and still our hearts for the coming of
Christ. A Quieter Christmas will take place in The Lady Chapel of
Sherborne Abbey at 7pm on Thursday December 18". Please come and
join us.




Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily
mass readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know.

Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with
the parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420)
and we will respond.

If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who
cannot receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it
through their letter box, or contact the parish office and we will try and
do that.

If there are specific needs you have and want help — please let us
know.

If you would like a Mass said, there are special envelopes in the
narthex, or you may wish to use your own. Please post it through the
Convent door. It is customary to give a donation, if you can. If you
require a special date, please provide your telephone number.

From the Diocese:

A special edition newsletter has issued today celebrating the installation
of Bishop Nicholas Hudson. Please clink on the link to view :
https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-860B12BD0A8754D92540EF23F3
OFEDED.



https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-860B12BD0A8754D92540EF23F30FEDED
https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-860B12BD0A8754D92540EF23F30FEDED

The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the office
before 11am Thursday. There is normally someone in the office on
Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30am — 1.30pm.

The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA -
01935 812021.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS:

If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound and would like to receive
Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or Sarah Nadasy
01935 816616.

PARISH SECRETARY: Kristine Mountain

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Kristine Mountain
Jennie Haynes

PASTORAL COUNCIL: Deacon Jonathan Simon,
Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman,
Tim Kelly, Tess O’Rourke and Lulu Paul.

HALL BOOKINGS: Please email or phone the Office



