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Daily Mass Year 1 -

Daily Prayer 3

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT s SUNDKY@ #duent
GAUDETE SUNDAY

E-mail: sherborne@prcdtr.org.uk website: www.sherbornecatholicchurch.org

The Parish Office is generally open on Wednesday & Friday 9.30am — 1.30pm
Please email or leave a phone message and we will get back to you.

Saturday 13" 6.00pm | Deceased members of the Paul family
Sunday 14" 10.30am William Cave-Browne-Cave RIP
Monday 15 10.00am Margaret Foley RIP (2" Annv.)
Tuesday 16" 10.00 -11.00am Private prayer & Exposition

Wednesday 17"

10.00am

10.45am

Mary and Owen Willingale
& Family
Fr Robert’s Advent talk in hall

Thursday 18"

10.00 - 11.00am

Private prayer & Exposition with
Confessions

Friday 19"

10.00am

The Holy Union Sisters

Saturday 20"

6.00 pm

Deceased members of the
Heygate-Browne Family

Sherborne Churches together invites us to pray for a particular
worshipping community each week.

Today we pray for St. Paul’s Church.
We hope that this will bring our Christian family closer together.

Office Tel: 01935 812021
Convent: 01935 816591 (For Mass intentions)

Mgr. Canon Robert Draper
The Parish House, Westbury, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3EL Tel: 01935 816420
Deacon Jonathan Simon Tel: 01935 873100

The Parish of the Sacred Heart & St Aldhelm is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, Registered Charity No. 213227




Weekly Letter
“Rejoice”

These days people often say to me “have a good day” as a throw away
parting line — | can’t think of it as having anything of personal meaning
when | hear it —itis just an over-used formula. However today is
“Gaudete” Sunday - a Sunday when we are invited specifically to rejoice
—and | can’t take that as just a tired platitude, because it reminds me
that there is plenty to rejoice about!

We are all used to the endless round of bad news and depressing stories
about how terrible things are —and that can be from the National news,
from local gossip or from chatting to close friends and neighbours. We
need to remind ourselves that we as Christians are people of the “Good
News.” Gaudete Sunday is given to us precisely to tell us that truth again
at this time of the year when we can celebrate plenty of Good News.
The approach of the feast of Christmas records that we are a people
amongst whom Christ has already come — “the Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us”. Our spiritual and sacramental life tells us that we
encounter Christ often — even daily — as he comes to us to nourish us
and inspire us. The (sometimes frightening) reminder that he will come
to “judge the living and the dead” at the end of time, assures us that our
future and our destiny are ultimately in the hands of the loving and
merciful saviour.

All these reminders of the way the Lord comes into our life are sources
of the joy that is a feature of the readings and prayers of the Liturgy of
Gaudete Sunday — just count how many times at Mass on that day we
are told to rejoice — we have much to rejoice about. In his 2014 Gaudete
Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete Sunday is known as the
"Sunday of joy", and that instead of fretting about "all they still haven't"
done to prepare for Christmas, people should "think of all the good
things life has given you."



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis

God bless us all, as together we seek to proclaim and rejoice in the Good
News and serve the world rejoicing in being the Body of Christ today,
here in this part of the Lord’s vineyard.

- Fr Robert

Prayers of the faithful
10"December — 3™ Sunday of Advent (Gaudete!).

We pray for the church throughout the world: for all God’s people,
and for all who like John the Baptist, have the responsibility of
presenting the Christian message to the world.

We pray for those in our world who live with fear, hunger, violence
and uncertainty. May the Lord bring them consolation, and may we hold
them in our prayer.

We pray for all those in the parish who have need of our prayers,
and for our families, our friends, our neighbours and all those known to
us, that the Lord may lead them to rejoice in his presence.

We pray for ourselves that we may learn from the Lord how to live
our Christian lives in conformity to the gospel call.

We pray for those who have died: that they may rejoice in the
vision of God.



Sunday Readings — a brief reflection

Sunday 10"December — 3"Su nday of Advent
3" Sunday in Advent — Gaudete Sunday
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 Ps 145 Jas 5:7-10 Mtt 11:2-11

What signs does Isaiah associate with the coming of God in the first
reading? “The eyes of the blind open . . . the ears of the deaf unsealed . . .
the lame shall leap like a deer . . . the tongues of the dumb sing for joy.”
And that is the answer that Jesus gives to those who come from John to ask
If he is the expected one. The miracles that Jesus works are never simply
grand party pieces, spectacles done to impress; they are always signs of
who he is and can be seen as such by those who have faith.

The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete” Sunday because it has a
theme of rejoicing — it permeates the first reading from Isaiah and should
stir the hearts of all who hear it. There is plenty of foreboding in scripture
concerning the day of the Lord, and the coming of Final Judgement, but
Isaiah also paints it as a picture of liberation and flourishing, and for God’s
faithful people, who, like John the Baptist, trust in the message they have
received.

Scholars suggest that the letter of James was written around 80/90 AD, and
reflects the issues of the church at that time. The early letters of Paul and
some passages in the gospel reflect an imminent expectation of the coming
of the Lord (e.g. Mt 24:34; 1Cor 7:29). James is responding to a
community where that expectation seems to have caused concern that the
anticipated arrival of the Lord has been delayed if not deferred. James uses
the issue to give a teaching on patience. The letter of James is one of the
most practical and realistic in the New Testament, and the call for patience
Is always worth hearing — perhaps especially in a frenetic culture in which
many of us live.

For reflection:
What do you see rejoicing in your daily life as the fruit of your faith?
In what ways do you think that the closeness of the kingdom of heaven is
important, but not a cause of anxiety?



Church Services this week:
Mass in the parish church — Monday, Wednesday & Friday — 10.00am
Private prayer and exposition — Tuesday & Thursday: 10.00 -11.00am

Confessions — Thursday 10.00-11.00am, during private prayer;
Saturday 5.00 — 5.45pm and on request.

Penitential service for children 10.30am Saturday 13th December

T

Please pray for Mary Quinn from this parish who died recently and was
well known to many— may she rest in peace.

A message from the Sisters:

This year, instead of sending Christmas cards, the sisters would like to
have Masses offered throughout the year for all our Parishioners.

CAFOD World Gifts: Give a life-changing gift this Christmas

This year, share the joy of Christmas with a CAFOD World Gift - from safe
water to school supplies! This is a last chance to bless loved ones and help
families overseas through a meaningful gift.

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fworldgifts.cafod.org.uk&c=E,1,lUSPRg0vXOIt2zyu12AiSPR5pWneoyzliiFMwUUovNQk5Kzth9uSJZ9GtN3Mln4jV0pCh2w7upgPdMvDloDoGT_3URlgugb4_GW9x9JmAnJfIwk,&typo=1

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS and GREENERY

Greenery for decorating the church is always welcome, i b adp
especially at this time of the year! Please leave in the eg( ;;LS‘ \5&; 724
buckets by the back door entrance to the side chapel on «.};,(g 4’{\%&
or before Sunday 21 December. il '

Donations towards Christmas flowers may be left in the
baskets in the narthex or side chapel lobby or may be made by cashless giving.

Beautiful, long lasting flowers have been ordered and we will be meeting

on Monday 22 December at 12.30pm to prepare the church for Christmas.

If you would like to join us, playing with different stems, do come along. We are
all learning each time and encourage everyone to have a go!

Many thanks from The Flower Team.

Any queries, please contact Jean Bailey 0756 3707367 or Mary Wemyss 0797
6182531.

Dates for your Diary

Father Robert’s Advent talk after 10.00am Mass in the hall
On Wednesday 17" December.

++ +

Christmas Vigil Masses:
Wednesday 24™ at 4.30pm & 6.30pm

Christmas Day Mass:
Thursday 25™ at 10.30am

** Christmas Ministry sheets are now in the narthex — if you are attending
one of the Masses, please consider signing up — thank you! **




Fr Robert is producing a short daily email with a reflection on the daily
mass readings. If you would like to receive it, please let the office know.

Please keep in touch and tell others who wish to keep in touch with
the parish by emailing the parish office (or phoning Fr Robert - 816420)
and we will respond.

If you know of any parishioner who is not on the internet or who
cannot receive emails, do please make a hard copy of this, and put it
through their letter box, or contact the parish office and we will try and
do that.

If there are specific needs you have and want help — please let us
know.

If you would like a Mass said, there are special envelopes in the
narthex, or you may wish to use your own. Please post it through the
Convent door. It is customary to give a donation, if you can. If you
require a special date, please provide your telephone number.




The Church was established by The Religious of Christian Instruction in 1891

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

Any notices for the newsletter should be e-mailed to the office
before 11am Thursday. There is normally someone in the office on
Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30am — 1.30pm.

The Church Office, Church Hall, Westbury, Sherborne DT9 3RA -
01935 812021.

SICK & HOUSEBOUND VISITS:

If you or anyone you know is sick or housebound and would like to receive
Communion, please contact Fr Robert 01935 816420 or Sarah Nadasy
01935 816616.

PARISH SECRETARY: Kristine Mountain

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Kristine Mountain
Jennie Haynes

PASTORAL COUNCIL: Deacon Jonathan Simon,
Georgina Bruce, Tricia Chapman,
Tim Kelly, Tess O’'Rourke and Lulu Paul.

HALL BOOKINGS: Please email or phone the Office



